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UNADOPTED 
POLEGATE TOWN COUNCIL 

 

 
PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 13th January 2014 at 7.30 pm 

St Georges Church Hall, 110 Eastbourne Road, Polegate 
 

Present: M Clewett MCl (chair), Mrs M Piper MP, Mrs J Voyce JV,  Mrs C Berry CB, J 
Harmer JH, (5) 

Not present: Cllrs M Cunningham MC, Cllr H Parker HP, T Voyce TV, J O’Riordan JOR 
(4) 

2 members of public  
Minute No. Subject/Resolution Action 

10857 Apologies for absence 

Cllrs M Cunningham, T Voyce (work), M Pybus (volunteer work), J 
O’Riordan (health), H Parker (health) 

 

10858 Declarations of Interest in any items on the agenda 

None 

 

10859 Minutes of the Planning committee meetings of the 11th 

November 2013 
It was resolved that the minutes were accurate and signed by 

the chair VOTE all in favour 

 

10860 Opportunity for Public comment 

None wished to speak 

 

10861 Any other plans received prior to the meeting and notified to the 

public 
None 

 

10862 Wind Farm – further submission for the appeal 
The chair stated that he had received a copy of the documents from 
Karen Duke. No date had yet been set for the appeal. It was expected 

that the appeal would be 3 days long and that the Chair of Planning 
would attend. Background papers suggesting the wording of the Town 

Council response had been circulated prior to the meeting. 
A councillor commented that press releases should go through the town 
clerk, Mayor or Deputy Mayor. The chair confirmed that all of the correct 

procedures had been followed. 
A councillor asked if it was likely that the South Downs National park 

would be objecting. The chair stated that he thought it was likely but 
had nothing confirmed. 
It was resolved that the following would be sent to the Inspector 

in respect of APP/C1435/A/13/2208526 
 

Town and Country Planning Act 1990 
Appeal by Regeneco Limited 
Site at Land off Shepham Lane, North of A27, Polegate BN24 5BT 

APP/C1435/13/2208526 
Statement by Polegate Town Council 

This Council remains resolutely against the above proposal. It is 
not repeating previous objections as the inspector will have all 

previous documentation. The Council simply wishes to highlight 
some points and submit three further documents with the 
inspector, two of which he/she will not have seen. Also the 
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Council is not entering into the technological and scientific 
arguments as these are adequately covered by others. 
 

At the initial presentation given to the Council at the Town Hall 
by the developers the Town Council was not impressed. In 

particular the photo montages seemed a fantasy indicating that 
the proposed turbines would be of less height than the 74m high 
Met-mast they had erected on site. They stated that their 

computer graphics were infallible but eventually had to concede 
that were erroneous. The Town Council held public meetings and 

only one person spoke in favour. He appeared to be an activist 
from Brighton whose group is against the generation of 
electricity from fossil fuels. Just one local resident stated he did 

not mind turbines. Everyone else was totally against the turbines 
at Polegate. 

 
As councillors represent those who elected them the Council fully 
endorsed the overwhelming view of the townsfolk. 

 
There are three documents that the Polegate Town Council 

wishes to bring to the inspectors attention, two unpublished and 
one from the Government:- 

1. A transcript of the statement given to Wealden District 
Council South Planning Committee on May 8th 2013. This 
was orally delivered by Councillor Clewett (of Polegate 

Town Council) 
2. A copy of the Government’s press release dated 16th 

November 2013 headed “Wind turbine proposals to be 
seen by communities first”. Quoting from this:- new 
measures to be laid before parliament shortly, will provide 

that developers seeking planning permission for onshore 
wind development involving more than 2 turbines 

exceeding 15 metres height will need to consult the local 
community before submitting a formal planning 
application”. On this basis the planning application would 

never have got to the appeal stage as the Government’s 
intention is absolutely clear on this and should never have 

got off the ground let alone progress this far. 
3. A copy of the press release published in the Sussex Express 

on Friday 10th January 2014. This summarises the Councils 

position. 
 

As a final aside the Council understands that every household 
is paying at least £60 per year to subsidise these schemes 
and that the only people who stand to gain are the land 

owners and the developers who stand to make millions of 
pounds which of course are paid for by the general 

populations through taxation. What is the point of these 
schemes other than this? Three turbines here, 125 off shore 
at Brighton each twice the height and producing, when they 

work, twice the output? 
The council sincerely trusts that the inspector will dismiss 

this proposal if only on point 2 mentioned above. 
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VOTE All in favour 
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10863 Delegated Applications 
 
The clerk pointed out that there has been two typos on the agenda which stated 

Cllr T Voyce has objections to WD/2013/2376 and WD/2013/0644 both of which 

he had submitted no objections to the plans and they had been submitted to 

Wealden with no objections as the majority vote. 

 

Delegated Committee: Cllrs M Clewett, T Voyce, Mrs C Berry 
 

WD/2013/2330/F 4 Hythe Close Polegate BN26 6LQ Single Storey Side 
Extension 
No objections  

 
WD/2013/2376/FA Land adjoining Chaucer Business Park, Dittons Road 

Polegate BN26 6JF 
Variation of condition 23 of WD/2013/0644/MAJ (Extension of business 
park comprising erection of two storey offices together with B1/B8 light 

industrial and warehouse units including loading and parking facilities) in 
respect of re design of roof profiles on units B5-B7 

No Objections submitted to Wealden District Council  
(Cllr M Clewett T Voyce No objections, Cllr Mrs C Berry Objections) 
 

WD/2013/2207/F 97 Brightling Road, Polegate BN26 5AX 
Conversion of garage, front porch and rear additions 

No Objections 
 
WD/2013/2019/FA Land Adjoining Chaucer business park, Dittons Road, 

Polegate BN26 6JF 
Amended description – variation of condition 23 of WD/2013/0644/MAJ 

to change roof design of units B1-B4 to accommodate additional solar 
panels 

No objections submitted to Wealden District Council 
(Cllr M Clewett T Voyce No objections, Cllr Mrs C Berry Objections) 

 

10864 Planning decisions 

WD/2013/1996/F 28 Old drive, Polegate BN26 5ET 
Proposed extension to side and rear and loft conversion with hip to gable 

roof extension, rear dormers and roof windows and associated 
alterations. 

WITHDRAWN ON 26TH NOVEMBER 2013 
 
WD/2013/1968/F 25 Gilda Crescent Polegate BN26 6AW 

Erect Single storey extension at front 
Approved by Wealden District Council on 12th November 2013 

 
WD/2013/2019/FA land Adjoining Chaucer Business park Dittons Road, 
Polegate BN26 6JF 

Variation of condition 23 of WD/2013/0644/MAJ to change roof design of 
units B1 to B4 to accommodate additional solar panels 

Approved by Wealden District Council on 18th November 2013 
 
WD/2013/1960/F 4 Rye Close, Polegate BN26 6LT 

Erect single storey extension at rear and garage at side 
Approved by Wealden District Council on 20th November 2013 

 
WD/2013/2207/F 97 Brightling Road, Polegate BN26 5AX 
Conversion of garage, front porch and rear additions 

Approved by Wealden District Council on 20th December 2013 
 

WD/2013/2330/F 4 Hythe Close Polegate BN26 6LQ 
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Single Storey Side Extension 
Approved by Wealden District Council on 23rd December 2013 

10865 Planning updates/general Information – for information only  
a. Copy of Polegate Movement & Access Strategy Strategic in office 
b. Notice of Appeal – Regeneco Limited – site land off Shepham Lane 

North of A27, BN24 5BT (Wind Farm) WD/2013/0346/MEA appeal 
APP/C1435/A/13/2208526 

 
The wind farm appeal was discussed under 10862. 

 
 

 
 The meeting closed at 7.39 pm 


